Butternut/Schnur Lake Association

Board Meeting Minutes

Meeting held on June 17, 2021 at Bobber’s on the Lake. Called to order at 6:30 p.m.   

Roll Call: Dennis Stemen, Vic Peth, Skip Sommerfeldt, Rudy Rott, Ron Schmidt, Dan Patenude, Scott Stenger.  Absent/Excused: Doug Mueller, Randy Miller

Minutes:  Reviewed minutes from May 20, 2021 meeting.  Motion to approve, 2nd, and passed. 

Treasurers Report:  Doug is in recovery from back surgery – so no formal report was available. Skip has the BSLA checkbook and signing authority, so any bills or re-imbursements should be submitted to him for payment.  Skip did have the last bank statement from the NCCU – as of June 1, 2021 the BSLA savings balance was $4141.81 and the checking balance was $1,668.67, for a combined balance of $5,810.48.

Old Business  
Slow No-Wake Issue During High-Water Conditions:   Rudy and Skip have been taking measurements of both rainfall and water level elevations via the water level gauges (one on the bridge on Short Cut Road and one on Rudy’s dock).  However, 2021 has been generally dry so far this year with relatively low water levels and not much for heavy rainfalls.  The Board also needs to discuss and draft a proposed ordinance after more rainfall and water elevation data is collected. 

Invasive Species:  With the June presentation from Scott Caven (Ashland Co. Conservationist) canceled due to continuing Covid concerns, the Board thought it would be a good idea to invite hime to present at our annual meeting on September 11, 2021.  Vic will contact Scott Caven to see if he would be available.  Rudy is a member of a region-wide task force on the issue, but had no update on it as there has not been much going on with the group.  Yellow iris is currently flowering and easy to identify. Dennis reported taking a tour of Schnurs Lake and counting 24 patches around the shoreline.  Several residents on Butternut Lake reported seeing patches at multiple locations around the lake as well.  Discussion on what can be done to control – could include snipping off seed pods when they form, brushing leaves with a herbicide, and physically digging/removing the plants (tho have to wear rubberized gloves due to the irritating oils in the plants).   

Fish Stocking:  Skip reported that Mama’s Fish hatchery had both walleye and crappie available – so ordered 300 large walleye fingerlings (6”-8”) for fall stocking in Schnurs and $2000 worth of 6”-8” crappie for Butternut for spring 2022.  However, Denzine’s contacted Skip that DNR has called them and expressed concern about stocking crappie in lakes with good walleye natural reproduction.  Vic will contact/email local fish biologist Jeff Scheirer regarding any test netting results for crappie on Butternut and get his feeling on continued crappie stocking by the BSLA.  Following was some discussion on the possible stocking of forage species – such as white suckers, bullhead, golden shiner, etc.  Dennis will apply for the stocking permit for walleye for Schnurs for the fall, but first has to complete the stocking report for our spring crappie stocking on Butternut. 

Facebook/Website:  Vic is still working on the revised membership letter/application and will run by the Board members before posting it to our Facebook page and/or website.  Rudy has been working on issues related to the Facebook page, and Skip has been added as an editor for the page and can now post info and photos as necessary. 
  
Fisheree 2022:  The date for the Fisheree has been set for January 15, 2022, which is the 3rd Saturday in January and once again free fishing weekend.  Skip has applied for the tournament permit, but it is “pending” as the open application period doesn’t end until June 30.  Skip reported that Bobbi was OK with her resort running the fish contest and still allow us to do our fund-raising raffle, and is looking forward to working with us for the event!    

Raffle permit – State of Wisconsin:   Dennis has gotten the raffle permit from the State of Wisconsin.  Now we need to get new raffle tickets with the new date and raffle license number – Ron said he’d would look into this. 

Annual Fund Raiser Ideas:   Scott S. had suggested having a brat-beer event over the Labor Day weekend (Saturday) – sell brats, burgers and beer (i.e. 2 to 5 pm?), have informational materials available and possibly other activities?  Discussion on some of the details, but will have to discuss/work more on this.

Tax Filing 2020:  No additional information on this – Dan said he’d look into it a bit more.

New Business  
Marker Buoy Issues:  Strong south winds on Sunday June 6 dislodged the marker buoy at the narrows and blew it all the way to the north end of the lake.  Northland Pier (Mark Szymik) retrieved the buoy and re-installed it back in place on June 16.  [Update – Dan Michels let Skip know that the buoy on the island sand bar was missing after the July 4 weekend]. 

Flambeau Rama bartending:  Skip reported that a former board member had canceled our Saturday afternoon slot for bartending down at the big Tent during Flambeau Rama. The Friday afternoon slot from 2 to 5 pm was still open, so Skip tentatively signed up the BSLA for that slot.  Several Board members expressed interest in doing it to get our organization a little PR, so we will keep the slot and Skip will arrange enough workers to man the 2 booths. 

Water Ski Slalom Course:  Numerous people have reported/complained about all the buoys on the southeast end of Butternut Lake - which turned out to be a slalom course for water skiing.  The course was left out for over a week (?), and by law it is supposed to be removed each day.  Local law enforcement has been notified and they are dealing with it.   [Update per June 20 – the slalom course had been removed by noon on June 19, and an angler reported being checked by the Price Co. Sheriff’s water patrol boat.]  

Annual Meeting:  The annual meeting has been set for Saturday September 11, 2021. Vic is going to see if Scott Caven can attend and give his presentation.  After we get word on his availability, we will discuss and finalize details for the meeting. 

Next Meeting Date:  Next meeting will be on Thursday July 15, 2021 at Bobber’s at 6:30 pm.   

Motion to adjourn, seconded and passed.   Meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm. 

Respectfully submitted,    
Skip Sommerfeldt, Secretary
